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	A.
	State Party: China

	B.
	Name of element: The craftsmanship of Nanjing Yunjin brocade

	C.
	Community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned:

Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Research Institute Company Limited

Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Museum

	D.
	Brief textual description of the nominated element:

In succession of the royal weaving tradition of China, the Nanjing Yunjin brocade weaving technology embodies the highest level of Chinese weaving techniques. By the adoption of such core technology as "Passing the warp yarn and splitting the weft yarn" manually operated by two workers respectively positioned on the upper and lower parts of a complicated structured large loom, weaving the fine and noble textile fabric like Emperor’s robe with materials such as silk yarn, golden yarn and peacock feather yarn. 

The weaving technique of Nanjing Yunjin brocade has a complete system and is thus entitled to be the witness of the remarkable creativity of human beings. Today, the Nanjing Yunjin brocade, named for its splendour like the cloud’s resplendence and as the classic of the Chinese traditional weaving technique, is still used for the weaving of high-end textile fabrics and popular among the mass of the people. 


	1.
	Identification of the element

	1.a.
	Name of element: The craftsmanship of Nanjing Yunjin brocade

	1.b.
	Other name(s) of the element, if any:

The Wooden-loom Zhuanghua hand-weaving techniques of the Nanjing Yunjin Brocade

	1.c.
	Identification of the community(ies), group(s) or, if applicable, individual(s) concerned and their location:

Groups: 

Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Research Institute Company Ltd

Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Museum

Nanjing Jinsuo Brocade Technique Research Institute

Nanjing Talent Culture & Arts Ltd

The groups referred to above are scattered in Nanjing’s sub-districts such as Jianye, Baixia and Xuanwu.

Individuals:

Representative successors :Zhu Feng Zhou Shuangxi and so on 

	1.d.
	Geographic location and range of the element:

Jianye, Baixia and Xuanwu District, Nanjiang city, Jiangsu provicne. 

The most representative heritage site is located in between 32°03’ north latitude and 118°46’ east longitude, No. 240 East Street of Chating, Jianye District, Nanjing, China.

	1.e.
	Domain(s) represented by the element:

Item 2 of Article 2 in Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage said: Weaving craft of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade is the heritage of traditional handicraft, as well as fully embodied in social practice, ritual and festival activities; it is the unique traditional.

	2.
	Description of the element (cf. Criterion R.1):

	
	Nanjing Yunjin Brocade technique is a traditional handicraft through which exquisite and luxurious fabric is woven on large-scale wooden looms by using valuable materials like silk thread, gold thread, and peacock feather thread and core skills of “Tongjingduanwei” and “Wahuapanzhi”. It has a history of over 1500 years. The handicraft is brought into full play in the weaving of royal fabrics such as the dragon robe and crown costume, representing the top level of China’s brocade craftsmanship.

Nanjing Yunjin Brocade handicraft system is composed of over a hundred procedures including material preparation, pattern design, jacquard card forming, loom manufacturing and weaving etc. The material for Nanjing Yunjin Brocade is carefully selected, and is made by refining silk thread, dying, rolling weft, loading gold flake and entwisting round gold and peacock feather thread and processed in particular methods with particular tools. Not only image, implication and color match but also the structure of fabric has to be taken into consideration to draw symbolic “pattern draft” during pattern design. Based on this “pattern draft”, a “jacquard card” will be composed by combing all messages with silk thread for weaving. This is the key procedure of the handicraft called “Tiaohuajieben” uniquely created by the brocade handicraftsmen. As for “loom manufacturing”, the warp shall be installed correctly according to different requirements on location and pattern based on different varieties and specifications. Finally the weaving procedures including “passing warp thread and cutting weft thread” and other weaving of various structures will be done by the handicraftsmen operating a large-scale wooden loom which is 5.6m long, 4m high, and 1.4m wide. The handicraftsmen have accumulated a lot of experience and composed the technical specifications and operation gist into mnemonic ballads. It is really an artistic scene when they are cooperating with each other singing and weaving. Nanjing Yunjin Brocade is distinguished from other weaving techniques in that textile fabric in different colours and patterns can be woven from the same jacquard card, which is irreplaceable by modern weaving machines even today. 

Nanjing is located in the middle and lower reaches of Yangtse River. With a humid climate, it abounds in silk, dye plants and gold thread, and the water from Qinhuai River is good for dyeing. Since “Douchang Brocade Bureau” was established in Nanjing by the East-Jin government in 420 A.D., the manufacturing of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade was under management of the government. “Dong Weaving and Dyeing Bureau” and “Xi Weaving and Dyeing Bureau” were established in Nanjing in the Yuan Dynasty in 1280. “Nei Weaving and Dyeing Bureau”, “Divine Silk Hall” and “Loom Supply Room” were established in Nanjing by the Ming government in 1368. “Jiangning Weaving Bureau” was established in Nanjing in 1663 by the Qing government to provide Yunjin brocade exclusively to the royal family and government officials. It not only served the royal family but also played an important role in reinforcing political management, accelerating national unification and cultural exchange through largess and gift presenting.

Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Research Institute which was established in 1957 has become the central institution for protecting, inheriting, and developing Yunjin Brocade skill. At present, under the guidance of representative inheritors such as Guo Jun, Zhang Hongbao, Yang Yuzhu(design and process), Zhou Shuangxi Cai Xiangyang (“tiaohuajieben”, loom manufacturing and weaving) and Wan Jishen (botanic dyeing), more than 120 handicraftsmen are committed to protecting, inheriting, and developing Yunjin brocade handicraft and adding new vigor into it. Like the inheritors of past generations, they cherish this valuable cultural heritage of China and take the inheritance as their own historical mission.

Today, it is of greater value in social life, such as for grand attire, high-level appreciation, decoration and tourist souvenirs. Nanjing Yunjin Brocade skill is also used for relic replication. For instance, it has been used to replicate ancient silk fabrics for institutions such as Beijing Palace Museum, Tibet Potala Palace and Boston Museum of United States and provides valuable materials to academic researches of history, archaeology and textile study, etc. It has become a precious intangible cultural heritage that we are proud of.

	3.
	Contribution to ensuring visibility and awareness and to encouraging dialogue 
(cf. Criterion R.2):

	
	Creation process of weaving craft of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade goes together with the civilization course of Chinese history. As one of the witnesses of Chinese civilization development, Nanjing Yunjin Brocade represents Chinese people’s high wisdom.

After listed in the "Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity", Nanjing Yunjin Brocade could enhance successors’ social influence, improve life quality, provide better assurance for existence of the craft, as well as absorb more and more people especially for young people to devote themselves into this career.

After listed in the "Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity", Nanjing Yunjin Brocade, always favoured by different nationalities of China, will enhance cultural recognition and social cohesion further and inspire people’s creativity in the process of social development and make them to play a more active role.

After listed in the "Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity", visibility and recognition of unique cultural value of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade will be enhanced in international societies, including signatory countries of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage. Nanjing Yunjin Brocade will also play an active role in the process of maintenance of world cultural diversity and promotion of sustainable development of human society.

	4.
	Safeguarding measures (cf. Criterion R.3)

	4.a.
	Current and recent efforts to safeguard the element:

1. To participate in the application of Chinese Intangible Cultural Heritage List at each level, so as to acquire the overall protection of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade.

2. In 2007, Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Research Institute Co., Ltd. took measures to implement the protection of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade, such as trade mark registration, and so on.

3. Nanjing Yunjin Research Institute Co., Ltd. has taken every measure to protect the inheritors, such as to try its best to improve social influence of old handicraftsmen and to create all kinds of advantages for their inheritance activities, as well as to start cultivation of the inheritors of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade in a planned way since 2006 by opening joint-running schools with Nanjing Chinese Vocational Secondary School, Pukou Vocational Secondary School, and Nanjing Light Textile Vocational School. At present, the inheritance mechanism of weaving craft of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade has been primarily established.

4. In 2004, "Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Museum" was founded in Nanjing Brocade Research Institute Co., Ltd.; in 2006, "International Academic Forum of the Brocade Protection", which was undertaken by this company, was held; in 2006, the website of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade （www.njYunjin.com）was set by the company and was put into operation; the company has organized to publish 5 compositions and popular reading books till September 2008. As implementation of protection measures, such as demonstration and publication of the accomplishment, dialogues and communication, the cognition degree of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade weaving craft is improved continuously. Its intangible cultural value has been also spread and promoted.

	4.b.
	Safeguarding measures proposed:

From 2009-2012:

1. We will establish a special agency to fully organize and implement research and protection of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade craft.

2. Starting from 2009, we will set up records for Nanjing Yunjin Brocade successors, determine and name representative successors at all levels, provide allowance and training fees monthly, and improve working environment and provide good conditions for successors to enhance their social influences.

3. Together with cooperative education with three vocational colleges in Nanjing, open class for graduates of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade with Nanjing University and perfect cultivation for high and medium professional talents.

4. Carry out recovery and rescue work for ancient silk crafts in danger of disappearing and lost through duplicate one ancient silk cultural treasure with scientific research value per year, train and cultivate a successor group with high-level craft. The total investment in this regards will be 800 thousand US dollars.

5. In 2010, we will release Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Protection Regulations so as to ensure the inheritance, Ensure protection, succession and promotion of Nanjing Yunjin Broade craft.

6. In 2011, we will hold another Yunjin Brocade Workshop, where related experts will be able to have a profound discussion and research into the history and craftsmanship of Yunjin Brocade. The total investment in this regard will be 100 thousand US dollars. 

7. We will strive to introduce Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Textbook for rural primary school The total investment will be 30,000 US dollars.

The goals above will be only reached with the joint great efforts from Nanjing Municipal Government and Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Research Institute Company Ltd. The total investment will reach 1.55 million US dollars.

	4.c.
	Commitments of States and of communities, groups or individuals concerned:

Nanjing municipal government holds a coordination meeting every year, aiming to solve the difficulties and problems encountered in the preservation work of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade, including providing financial assistance. 

Nanjjing Yunjin Brocade Research Institute Company Limited has promised to meet the following commitment: The institutes will inject annually 100,000 US dollars in order to protect, succeed and develop Nanjing Yunjin brocade, representation of unique intangible cultural heritage, devoted to implementation tasks of talent cultivation, recovery work for lost crafts; actively organize and hold relative activities useful for promulgation and promotion of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade such as academic research seminar and international communication. In this way, the institute company will help to ensure that the techniques of Yunjin Brocade will thrive in generations to come.


	5.
	Community involvement and consent (cf. Criterion R.4) 

	5.a.
	Participation of communities, groups and individuals:

The application work is initiated by four inheritors of Yunjin Brocade, including:

Zhou Shuangxi, Zhang Hongbao, Yang Yuzhu and Wang Jisheng. 

It is organized by Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Research Institute Company Limited and also joined by its staff, including:

Wang Baolin, Zhuang Guohua, Zhang Guowei, Lu Qiaoxia and others. 

Those others involved in the preparation of the application include:

Tang Yunjinjun, Researcher with Jiangsu Cultural Affairs Administration 

Wu Xiuliang, Deputy Director of Nanjing Cultural Affairs Bureau

Yang Xinhua, Deputy Director of Nanjing Cultural Affairs Bureau

Han Pinzheng, Vice Chairman of China Society for the Study of Chinese Ancient Capitals

Zhang Lianfa, Honorary Chairman of Nanjing Society for the Study of Chinese Ancient Capitals

Wang Nengwei, Vice Chairman of Nanjing Society for the Study of Chinese Ancient Capitals

Gao Hanyu, Researcher with Shanghai Textile Research Institute

He Yunjinao, Professor of Nanjing University

Cao Dunmu, Consultant of the Brocade Committee of the China Arts and Crafts Association 

	5.b.
	Free, prior and informed consent:

This application has been signed by 24 inheritors of Yunjin Brocade, including Zhu Feng, one of China’s senior art and craft masters, Xu Zhongjie, a celebrity in Jiangsu Province, Zhang Yuying, a senior art and craft designer and also some staff from Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Research Institute Company. These people have all voiced their support for the application work of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade to be on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

	5.c.
	Respect for customary practices governing access:

1. We respect habits of all Nanjing Yunjin Brocade weavers during working, including allowing them to sing some mnemonic rhymes, which help them to do work more effectively. 

2. We respect Nanjing Yunjin Brocade inheritors’ traditions, such as holding a ceremony where they officially adopt their pupils.

3. We respect Nanjin Yunjin Brocade traditional festivals. The Yunjin weavers worship Yunjin Goddess on Qiqiao Festival which falls on July 7th of the Lunar Calendar every year. 

	6.
	Inclusion on an inventory (cf. Criterion R.5):

	
	On May 20th of 2006, in a document coded (2006) 18#, China’s State Council listed the Wooden-loom Zhuanghua hand-weaving techniques of Yunjin Brocade as the first batch of treasures on the State Intangible Heritage List. 

Department in charge of the list: 

Intangible Heritage Department under the Ministry of Culture of the People’s Republic of China. 

	7.
	Documentation 

	7.a.
	Required and supplementary documentation:
· Concrete samples of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade as well as 10 pictures depicting the production techniques and tools of Yunjin Brocade.

· Ten-minute video footage of the Yunjin Brocade

	7.b.
	Cession of rights:

Appended. 

	7.c.
	List of additional resources:

Exploitation of works of Nature, Author: Song Yingxing in Ming Dynasty, Guangdong People’s Publishing House, 1976 Edition

History of Nanjing Yunjin Brocade, Author: Xu Zhongjie, Jiangsu Technology Publishing House, 1985 Edition

China Nanjing Yunjin Brocade, Author: Huang Nengfu, Wang Baolin, Xiao Ze, Nanjing Publishing House, 2003 Edition

Website: 

www.njYunjin.com

www.njYunjin.cn

www.ihchina.cn

	8.
	Contact information 

	8.a.
	Submitting State Party: China

	8.b.
	Contact person for correspondence:

Zhuang Guohua

Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Research Institute Company Limited

Address:

No. 240 Chating East Street Jianye District Nanjing P. R. China

Telephone: 025-86605778

Fax: 025-86558055

Mobile: 13002571045

Email: Yunjin1@jsmail.com.cn

	8.c.
	Competent body involved:

Jiangsu Culture Affairs Administration

Chief in charge: Zhuang Jianhua

Address: 

No. 89 Zhongshan South Street Nanjing Jiangsu Province P.R.China

Telephone: 025-83692328

Mobile: 13951660588

Nanjing Culture and Culture Relics Bureau 

Chief in Charge: Chen Yaguang

Address: 

No. 43 Chengxian Street Nanjing Jiangsu Province P.R.China

Telephone: 025-84699801

Mobile: 13905167701

	8.d.
	Concerned community organization(s) or representative(s):

Nanjing Yunjin Brocade Research Institute Company Limited

Company President: Wang Baolin

Address: 

No. 240 Chating East Street

Jianye District

Nanjing 210017

Jiangsu P. R. China

Telephone: 025-86558055

Fax: 025-86605778

Mobile: 13951627785

Email: Yunjin1@jsmail.com.cn

	9.
	Signature on behalf of the State Party: 

	
	<signed>
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